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.  FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

ANSWER: Please see the FOA guidance on submitting FOA content questions and response
publication. Applicants may submit questions regarding this ARPA-E’s Funding Opportunity
Announcement (FOA) to ARPA-E-CO@hg.doe.gov. All emails must include the FOA name and
number in the subject line. The cover page and Executive Summary of the Funding Opportunity
Announcement state the deadlines for submitting questions to ARPA-E-CO@hg.doe.gov.

arpa-e-co@hg.doe.gov

ANSWER: Responses are posted in the “Frequently Asked Questions” section of ARPA-E’s
website. There are general FAQs and a FAQ page for each FOA.

ARPA-E will post responses on a weekly basis to any questions that are received.

ARPA-E will cease to accept questions approximately 5 business days in advance of each
submission deadline. Responses to questions received before the cutoff will be posted
approximately one business day in advance of the submission deadline. ARPA-E may re-phrase
guestions or consolidate similar questions for administrative purposes.

arpa-e-co@hg.doe.qov
ANSWER: No. ARPA-E will only post responses to questions that have not already been
addressed by a published FAQ. Also, ARPA-E may consolidate similar questions for administrative
purposes.

ANSWER: Applicants may submit questions regarding ARPA-E’s online application portal, ARPA-
E eXCHANGE, to ExchangeHelp@hg.doe.gov. All emails must include the name and number of the
Funding Opportunity Announcement in the subject line.

ANSWER: No. Upon the issuance of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), ARPA-E
Programs and other ARPA-E personnel are prohibited from communicating (in writing or otherwise)
with Applicants, or potential Applicants, regarding the FOA. This “quiet period” remains in effect
until ARPA-E’s public announcement of its project selections. During the “quiet period,” Applicants
may submit questions regarding the FOA to ARPA-E-CO@hg.doe.gov with the FOA name and
number in the subject line. Applicants may also submit questions regarding ARPA-E's online
application portal, ARPA-E eXCHANGE, to ExchangeHelp@hg.doe.gov with the FOA name and
number in the subject line. ARPA-E will not accept or respond to communications received by other
means (e.g., fax, telephone, mail, hand delivery). Emails sent to other email addresses will be
disregarded.

ANSWER: Yes, but the applications must be scientifically distinct from one another.
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ANSWER: Yes, but each Concept Paper submission must be scientifically distinct.

ANSWER: No. Applicants must review the Technical Requirements of this funding opportunity to
determine if their technology warrants a submission to ARPA-E.

Questions for week ending: JULY 19, 2013

ANSWER: Concepts for solar energy collectors that will be considered under Category 1a of the
FOCUS FOA are not limited to systems in which waste heat is collected from concentrated
photovoltaic systems. In Category 1, ARPA-E will consider all concepts that will enable
development of advanced solar topping devices/cycles that go well beyond the current state-of-the-
art to meet the technical targets established in Section |.F of the FOA, and do not fall under the
“Categories specifically not of interest” in Section I.G.

ANSWER: ARPA-E will consider all concepts that propose to meet or exceed the technical targets
set forth in Section I.F of the FOCUS FOA and do not fall under the “Categories specifically not of
interest” in Section I.G. As described in Section |.A, ARPA-E seeks to fund transformational
research and does not fund incremental improvements to the state-of-the-art.
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ANSWER: ARPA-E will consider all storage concepts that propose to meet or exceed the technical
targets for Category 2 awards set forth in Section I.F of the FOA and do not fall under the
“Categories specifically not of interest” in Section I.G. Electricity input into the storage system is
required by the Category 2 technical target 2.2.

ANSWER: RFI-0000005 is not a FOA that solicits proposals. RFI-0000005 is a voluntary teaming
list announcement aimed at facilitating formation of teams that can propose to the FOCUS FOA
(DE-FOA-0000949). ARPA-E will accept proposals to more than one Funding Opportunity
Announcement (FOA) so long as each project is scientifically distinct.

I1l.  Questions for week ending: JULY 26, 2013

ANSWER: Yes, a professor/investigator may be on more than one Concept Paper submission —
either as a lead or member of a Project Team — so long as each Concept Paper submission is
scientifically distinct.

ANSWER: Seedling proposals are subject to all the technology limits listed in Section G of the
FOA, including Bullet 5 (temperature limits). As long as the proposal clearly describes how the
thermal fluid temperature of a full-scale hybrid collector system would fall within the specified
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technology limits, an early-stage proof-of-concept may involve demonstrations at conditions outside
these limits.

Q15. Iwork for a U.S. subsidiary of a Chinese company. We have significant experience in
systems combining broadband electrical and thermal generation and we'd like to submit a proposal
for the FOCUS program. Are there limitations to the types of organizations that can propose for
ARPA-E funding? Would we be better off teaming with a U.S. company? Or is it sufficient that we

are a U.S. subsidiary?

ANSWER: For eligibility criteria, please see Section Ill.A (“Eligible Applicants”) of the FOA,
including Section 11I.A.3 (“Foreign Entities”).




